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Thank you for participating in Civic
Development Corporation of Ashtabula
County’s (CDC) Community Assessment.

Your answers will help shape the future
of our 2020 Campaign.
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OUR
MISSION

“The Civic Development Corporation of Ashtabula
County is an organization that provides leadership in
addressing and planning for the needs of Ashtabula
County by identifying as its strategic goals certain
development programs, capital projects and
initiatives, which will improve the quality of life in
the county; and providing the fundraising,
organization, financial experiences and oversight to
attain these goals.”

Our mission is to enhance the
quality of Life in Ashtabula
County.

CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT

A

PARKS &
RECREATION

SENIORS &

CULTURE CHILDREN

. We began this mission in 1959 to raise funds to respond to the
growing social and recreational needs of our community.

Our first major project in 1959 was to raise the funds to build the
Ashtabula YMCA. This project costed $740,000 and was opened to the
public in 1960.

In order to save money, and to efficiently utilize our donors dollars,
CDC conducts a campaign only once every 5 years.

In 1965, CDC kicked off its 2nd campaign to raise matching funds
to build the Kent State University Ashtabula Campus. Then in 1970,
raised the money to build the Ashtabula Arts Center.

The last eleven campaigns have resulted in caring, community-
minded donors funding through CDC over 20 million dollars to
complete over 200 projects. CDC'’s grants have also brought in
matching funds from other state, federal, and philanthropic sources
to increase the total value of funded projects from 20 million to over
25 million dollars.
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ABOUT THE SURVEY

The Civic Development Corporation Community Assessment
Survey was distributed to donors, donees, and other members of
the Ashtabula County community in Fall 2018. The survey collected
173 responses by: direct communication, email, social media, print
and word of mouth. We had a great diversity in responses by age,
educational background, and industry.

The survey participants recognized Ashtabula County as rich in
many natural resources. Participants indicated they would like to
CDC continue to offer quality of life projects that put our children

and families first, while making greatest use of Ashtabula County’s
abundant natural assets.

We heard that you want opportunities for families to enjoy the
outdoors, but also a desire to continue a relationship
connecting families with the arts.

As always, CDC will proudly deliver capital projects that not only
benefit citizens, but help enrich business growth throughout the

county.

Full grant applications are due June 1, 2019 and we are currently
accepting letters of intent from interested parties.
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Preference for Arts and Culture

Music and Dance/Live Theatre/Visual Arts
Improvement of Historically Significant Places

Agriculture/Horticulture/Viticulture

Historical Re-enactments/Festivals

Museums
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Geographic Preference for Improvement

| f.
Waterfront/Lake Shore Areas
20 111

Key Downtown Transit Areas
38 20 l

Tourist Dominant Areas

Agriculturally Dominant Areas 26 35 4 A ——
l &3
Interstate/Highway Corridors /13 29 o x
/ 74

180
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RECREATION

Ashtabula County is unique and rich in natural resources and assets. Please indicate the importance
or value you perceive in the below recreational activities, with 1 indicating it to be of the least
importance and 5 being of the greatest importance or value:

Importance of Recreational Activities

Rivers/Lake Recreational Access

Bike Paths/Hiking/Wheelchair Access to Natural
Areas

Birding/Gardening/Bike Trail Improvments

Camping/Picnicking

Snowmobiling/Winter Sports

BS54 m3in2 ml
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Quality of life projects enhance happiness, health, education and general well-being. Throughout
the years, CDC has partnered with several other nonprofit organizations to help accomplish these
priorities by aiding in various capital needs of these agencies. Please indicate the importance or
value you perceive in the below categories, with 1 indicating it to be of least importance and 5
being the greatest importance or value:

Quality of Life Projects

Paved Hiking/Biking Trails

Fitness Facilities/Indoor Sports Complexes

Little League/Outdoor Sports Complexes

Playgrounds

Fishing Piers

ES5 E4im3 w2 nl 120
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Through the completion of many successful capital projects, CDC has been able to positively impact
many recipients and Ashtabula County as a whole, both directly and indirectly. Please indicate the

importance or value you perceive in the below goals, with 1 indicating it to be of least importance
and 5 being the greatest importance or value:

Organizational Impact / Economic Drivers

Business Growth (Efficiency)

Economic Stimulation/Attracting New Residents to
the County

Tourism Expansion

Community Collabaration

Education Opportunities for youth and seniors

BS5 E4 m3 m2 ml
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The residents of Ashtabula County share common interests but also have different goals, desires
or requirements based on various factors. Please rank the following populations according to the

importance you place on them, with 1 indicating the least importance, and 5 indicating the highest
importance:

Importance of Populations / Economic Drivers

Families and Children
Recent Graduates,- Both High School and College
Senior Citizens

Single Parent Households

Middle/High School Students

ES m4i m3m2 ml
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CHALLENGES

Ashtabula County has challenges to face as well as opportunities in its quest to provide residents
with an enriching and high quality of life. Please indicate which you perceive to be the greatest
challenge for Ashtabula County to overcome, with 1 indicating the least important challenge and
5 indicating the greatest or most important challenge:

Greatest Challenges in Ashtabula County

Substance Abuse

Skilled workforce for technology or service based
businesses

Infastructure to support technology or service base
economy

Loss of local college graduates to other areas

Low Income Households

S5 =4 =3 n2 ml
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What do you feel is the best way for CDC to communicate our mission, current updates on projects,
and send feedback from the community on future quality of life projects?

Preferred Communication for CDC News and Updates

Twitter

Linked In

120 /
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Marital Status

'3 responses

@ Married
@ Single
@ Widowed
@ Divorced

@ 829
® 3030
® 40-49
® 50-59
@ 50-89
$ =70
@17
@i
@z

How Many Years Have You Lived In Ashtabula County? Tell Us About Your Workplace

173 responses 72 responses

@ Manufacturing

® <5
® 510 W Educabion
& 10-20 @ Medcal
@ 20-30 @ Agricutural
. @ Real Estate
& =30
@ Scl-Employed
& | donot .
live in @ Hospitality
the County @ Retail
Y

@ f nance/Banking
@ Nen Profit

@ Retired

@ Other

@ Sell.Employed

A 22
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SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS

Highest Education Level Achieved

173 responses

@ Some high school, no diploma
@ High school graduala of GED
@ Some college

@ Trade or technical graduate
@ Bachelors degris

B Master's deqgres

@ Professional degree

@ Doctorate degree

How familiar are you with the mission of CDC and previous 5 year
campaigns?

173 responses

@ Very Familiar

@ Somewhat Familiar

@ Aware but ot Familiar
@ Unaware
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STAY
CONNECTED

facebook.com/
civicdevelopmentcorporation

twitter.com/cdc_ashtabula

linkedin.com/company/
civic-development-corporation
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